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Living Water 
By Joseph W. Arnett 


HE days of revival are gone, you say ! 
Why, I saw a soul saved today. 
Her heart was glad and her face aglow, 

Her sins beneath the crimson flow. 


The days of revival are gone, ’tis true, 

For a lot of folks who are just like you, 

Attempting to live alone by bread, 

Their faith unknown, their prayers 
unsaid, 


But manna from Heaven will fall today 
Where’er God’s children kneel to pray, 
And Living Water from the Rock 

Will save the lost, refresh the flock. 


w 
Temptation and the Way Out 


While the ground of all victory over 
temptation is the cross of Christ, yet 
God has graciously provided many means 
of escape that fit different personalities, 
times,and circumstances. His own Word 
is the primary means of victory. In 
some temptations one text will be 
though, as when David felled Goliath 
With one smooth stone. In others, it 
May take several strokes of the Sword 
of the Spirit, as when the Lord Jesus 
drove off Satan by quoting three pas- 
Sages from the Book of Deuteronomy 
(Matt. 4). Or, it may take many more 
iN Our case, because of our dull and 
deceitful hearts. But God also may use 
me ‘Breat truth, such as our union with 


Christ and .the indwelling Spirit; He 
may bring comfort through a hymn or 
a poem; He often uses the strengthening 
influence of Christian friendship; and 
may sometimes bring peace and quiet- 
ness to our hearts through meditation 
on His power in the wonders of nature. 
Just as He has created a great variety 
of food to please our tastes, and has 
made lovely things, from the ruby- 
throated hummingbird to the snow-clad 
Matterhorn, to make the world beautiful, 
so He has lavishly furnished us with 
helps along the way. “Can you re- 
member by what means you find your 
annoyances, at times, as if they were 
vanquished?” asked Prudence of Chris- 
tian. “Yes: when I think what I saw 
at the Cross, that will do it; and when 
I look upon my broidered coat, that will 


1% 


do it; also, when I look into the roll that 
I carry in my bosom, that will do it; 
and when my thoughts wax warm about 
whither I am going, that will do it” 
(Pilgrim’s Progress). So does John 
Bunyan, in his quaint style, set forth 
the value of Christ’s atoning work, His 
righteousness which is given to the 
saints, the Scriptures, and prospects of 
Heaven as means to sustain ‘us in temp- 
tation and trial. If our hearts are really 
set on obeying and pleasing God, we 
never need to look far to find things 
that will help us. “There hath no temp- 
tation taken you but such as is common 
to man: but God is faithful, who will 
not suffer you to be tempted above that 
ye are able; but will with the tempta- 
tion also make a way to escape, that ye 
may be able to bear it” (1 Cor. 10:13). 


Yale Alcohology and the Public Schools 


This editorial by Ernest Gordon reviews “Alcohol and Social Responsi- 
bility,” by Raymond G. McCarthy and Edgar M. Douglass. (Published by 
Thomas Y. Crowell Co., New York 16; $3.50.) 


FTER repeal of National Prohi- 
bition, those responsible for repeal 
announced their next objective to 

be “the breaking of the stranglehold 
which the Drys have on the public 
schools.” Whether this program-item 
has any relation to the Yale School 
movement I do not know, but we can 
be sure enough that the Yale movement 
is about what. the Wet plan calls for. 
At any rate, it receives enthusiastic Wet 
approval. The modification of public 
school temperance teaching seems _ to 
have been from the first in the minds 
of the Yale leaders. A member of their 
staff was early set to work to survey 
existing laws, teaching, and textbooks. 
The training of hundreds of school 
teachers and school officials in summer 
courses has prepared an atmosphere for 
modification. Now appears the textbook 
for training classes of prospective 








Comfort for Dark Days 


“Be ye also patient; stablish your 
hearts: for the coming of the Lord 
draweth nigh” (Jas. 5:8). 




















teachers. It is entitled, “Alcohol and 
Social Responsibility.” 

The authors, we are told on the jacket, 
have the sources of the Yale Plan at 
their fingertips. This is true. At every 
point it echoes the peculiar Yale science, 
and this is the book’s weakness. -It has 
nothing else at its fingertips. It has.a 
heavy list, in my judgment, to the Wet 
side. It begins with a sketchy history 
of the American temperance movement 
and depends chiefly on a_ single’ book, 
Krout’s “The Origins of Prohibition.” 
There is no intimation that such great 
sources of historical information as the 
Black Collection of Pamphlets in’ the 
New York Public Library were once con- 
sulted; no apparent acquaintance with 
decisive documents such as the Overmah 
Report, the Brookhart Report, the Lobby 
Investigation Report, “The Brewers-and 
Texas Politics.” The bibliography at the 
end of the book has hardly anything 
else than Yale names and Wet, names 
— Roe, Bacon, Lolli, Yahres, Haggard, 


* Baird, Landis; Fosdick’s “Toward Liquor 


Control,” “You and Alcohol”; William 
Poteat’s “Theological Students and the 
Liquor Problem”; Riley, Jellinek, Hén- 
derson’s “New Deal in Liquor”; Horton. 
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When one thinks of the immense and 
brilliant literature on the subject, one 
ean but be indignant that such a limited 
survey should be presented to the pub- 
lic and especially to the teaching pro- 
fession, by the Yale School. 

But what “Alcohol and Social Respon- 
sibility” lacks in research, it makes up 
in assurance. Listen! 

“It is (as) naive [!] to assert that 
alcohol shortens the life span.” This 
suggestion flies in the face of a great 
mass of contrary actuarial evidence. 
Even now Dr. Sauvy, chief of the French 
Institute of Demography, is on the point 
of publishing a profound study proving 
the immense relation of alcohol to mor- 
tality in‘ France. 

Again: “Conclusions drawn from ob- 
servations of the offspring of drinking 
parents in European countries have 
sometimes [why not always?] been mis- 
leading. .. . It is unlikely [!] that ex- 
cessive drinking on the part of parents 
alters heredity so as to produce abnor- 
mality in the child. There is no evi- 
dence that alcohol in the low concen- 
trations present in the body of even 
excessive drinkers has any deleterious 
effect on the germ plasma.” Here Mr. Mc- 
Carthy jousts against the whole ensem- 
ble of Continental technical literature, 
from Morel’s “Treatise on Degeneracies” 
to the textbooks of great psychiatrists 
such as Bleuler and Kraepelin and the 
statements of the editors of the Archives 
Internationales de Neurologie. Prof. A. 
Zeleny of the University of Minnesota 
has published a critical review of the 
experimentation of Stockard, Bluhm, 
MacDowell, Arlitt, and others which 
makes this Yale assertion look small 
indeed (“Alcohol and Tobacco in Rela- 
tion to Race Deterioration”). 

“There is no evidence for the popular 
belief that alcohol causes inflammation 
and scarring of liver tissue as a conse- 
quence of direct irritating action.” The 
evidence of the etiology of cirrhosis of 
the liver by alcohol’s action, whether 
direct or indirect, is overwhelming. 

“There is no evidence that alcohol in 
small quantities is harmful to the hu- 
man body.” “Small” and “harmful” are 
undefined, and one is not sure what is 
meant here by “human body.” Cer- 
tainly there is some sophism here, 

“Unlike morphine and other narcotics, 
alcohol does not provoke physiological 
habituation.” Does Yale dare teach that 
alcohol is not habit-forming? Or where 
ig the sophism in this case? 

“There is no demonstrable, direct, irri- 
tating action of alcohol on body organs 
such as heart, kidneys, and brain.” 
Direct, indirect, or both, there is un- 
questionable evidence of the ruinous 


pathological action of alcohol on these ~ 


organs . (See Struempel, Weichselbaum, 
Roch, Delbrueck, Bertholet.) 

“Alcohol is rich in calories. The man 
expending 3,000 calories daily, who 
drinks each day a pint of 50 per cent 
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whisky, is getting about 1,400 calories 
from alcohol, almost half his daily re- 
quirements, Alcohol is burned in the 
body to produce energy.” 

So little children are to be taught in 
the common schools the old myth that 
alcohol is a food! But not a poison! 
“In much of the writing about alcohol, 
emphasis is put upon the concept of 
alcohol as a poison. Scientists have not 
wholly supported this concept.. More- 
over the large numbers of drinkers in 
the nation have rejected the idea that 
alcoholic beverages are poisonous.” (As 
if their opinion were scientifically im- 
portant!) As a matter of fact, alcohol 
is classified in all the toxicologies as a 
poison. Rubner of Berlin even calls it 
“the king of poisons.” 

Let us pause a moment. Mr. McCarthy 
writes, “The present volume has been 
prepared as an orientation for teachers, 
school administrators, for leaders of 
adult education classes, and for educa- 
tors concerned with curriculum planning 
and supervision.” 

In other words this paradoxical, un- 
authentic, -and, at times, foolish alcohol 
physiology is to be pumped into school- 
teachers and therefrom channeled to 
children in public schools. They are not 
to be warned against alcoholic initia- 
tion. “Intoxication is the most immediate 
threat that drinking holds for young 
people.” The uncompromisingly hostile 
antialeohol science, which is scientifi- 
cally dominant today, is to be accom- 
modated to parents’ prejudices: “Over- 
emphasis on alcohol as a problem with 
pupils in these grades may result in a 
conflict of loyalties, the child being un- 
able to understand and reconcile differ- 
ences which may appear between teach- 
ings in the school and practices accepted 
in the house.” In British Columbia legis- 
lation, here quoted, we are told that 
“temperance education must not under- 
mine the influence of a good home in 
which alcohol is used in moderation.” 

A leading theme song in the book is 
the danger of “emotionalism” in teach- 
ing temperance. This seems to me pure 
cant. As it happens, I have just been 
running through a consignment of Swed- 


(Continued on page 654) 





Coming Next Week 


HAT progress is being made 

in Palestine today toward 
the fulfillment of prophecy? Mr. 
George T. B. Davis, director of the 
Million Testaments Campaigns, has 
been journeying in the Holy Land 
this past spring, and he will tell 
Sunpay ScuHoot TIMEs readers, be- 
ginning next week, what he saw 
there, in a series of at least six 
articles under the general title, 
“Israel Returns Home According 
to Prophecy.” His first article is 
subtitled “Bound for the Promised 
Land.” 
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Notes on Open Letters 


Should There Be a Class 
for Teen-Age Boys? 


I love THE Sunpay ScHoo. 
and your [Notes on Open Letters} 
column. I would like your opinion on 
my problem, 

We are members of a rural church 
with around 120 in attendance. We 
have a class for girls aged 12 to 1¢ 
but our little boys go into the young 
men’s class when they are 12 years 
old because the Sunday school neg. 
lects to provide a class for them. 
oldest son will soon be 12, and my 
second son is a year younger. I haye 
objected to their entering into the 
young men’s class and activities go 
young. Our minister and a few other 
members rather laugh at me. 

Am I poled, wassseusine in asking 
that a class formed for our boys 
aged 12 to 16 or that they be put in 
class of girls the same age?—A per- 
plexed mother. 

It is not unreasonable to expect that 
a Sunday school class should be formed 
for boys from 12 to 16 years old. In fact, 
it is very important that they should 
have a class of their own, and it is bet- 
ter not to put them into a class of girls 
of the same age. It is unfair to both the 
boys and the young men to have only 
one class for both, and no teacher can 
do his best under such circumstances. 
The knowledge, experience, and ways of 
thinking of teen-age boys and grown 
young men are quite different, and this 
should be taken into consideration in 
every well-organized Sunday school. 

In a church attended by 120 people 
there ought to be at least one Christian 
man, probably more, who would be will- 
ing to undertake to teach the boys. Even 
if the class had to begin with only two 
or three boys, it would be well worth 
starting. A new class cannot be built up 
until it has been begun! 

The Apostle Paul refers to the mental 
differences between boys and men when 
he says, “When I was a child, I spake 
as a child, I understood as a child, I 
thought as a child; but when I became 
a man, I put away childish things” (1 
Cor. 13:11). It is generally and sadly 
true that young men have learned more 
about the wickedness of this world and 
the temptations of Satan than boys un- 
der 16, though there are, of course, ex- 
ceptions. Therefore a teacher of men 
can and should deal with these things 
more frankly than he can in teaching 
younger boys. He should deal with sin 
as the Scripture does, plainly, but with 
dignity and restraint, and always show- 
ing the awfulness of it, but at the same 
time the remedy provided in salvation 
through Christ, 

ve 


Before my conversion, I worked 
toward the cross, but since then I have 
worked from the cross. Then I 
to be saved, now I work because I am 
saved.—D, L, Moody. 
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ll. The Lift That Lasts 


This world needs more than uplift without life 





Pre and John were on their way 
to the Temple, not to sacrifice, but 
to pray. I am not surprised that 
a wonderful thing happened that day. 
You are always on the highroad to a 
blessing when you are on your way to 
the house of God. 

At the Beautiful Gate lay a man lame 
from his birth. We have, therefore, first 
of all in this story a LAMENESS. This 
man symbolizes a crippled world at the 
door of the church. Were there ever 
more cripples than now—crippled 
bodies, crippled minds, crippled lives, 
crippled homes? Two world wars have 
filled the earth with a crop of them. 
They fill our hospitals. They walk our 
streets. You do not always see the limp, 
for it may be a lameness of mind or 
heart. We live in a crippled world 
groaning and travailing in pain. We are 
all cripples. Sorrow has done it. Sick- 
ness has done it. Sin has done it. Satan 
has done it. 


He Does Not Fail 

This generation of lame men lies at 
the door of the church. Not that they 
go to church, for they don’t, but they 
are our responsibility and their need is 
our challenge. Remember the father 
who brought his demonized boy to the 
disciples that they might cast out the 
demon, “and they could not” (Matt. 17: 
16). But Jesus said, “Bring him hither 
tome.” The disciples may fail, churches 
may fail, but He does not fail. It was 
for'a crippled world that He came and 
died. At the outset of His earthly min- 
istry He read from Isaiah and announced 
His mission, to preach the Gospel to 
the poor, to heal the brokenhearted, to 
preach deliverance to the captives, and 
recovering of sight to the blind, to set 
at liberty them that are bruised, to 
preach the acceptable year of the Lord. 
It is the lame world at the Beautiful 
Gate that He came to deliver. When 
John the Baptist inquired from prison, 
“Art thou he that should come, or do 
we look for another?” (Matt. 11:3), our 
Lord replied that He was carrying out 
His plans: the blind were seeing, the 
lame ‘walking, the lepers, were being 
Cleansed, the deaf were hearing, the 
dead were being raised, and the poor 
were hearing the Gospel. 

Has He ever ceased? According 
to the very first verse of the Acts, 
the Gospel of Luke is an account 
of all that Jesus began both to do and 
teach. He is still at it. The Book of 
Acts is not the Acts of the Apostles, but 
the Acts of Jesus. He is still minister- 
‘ing to the LAMENESS at the gate. 


’ But He works today through us. Here 
Peter and John are His agents. They 


Rey's 


Artificial flowers can be made to 
look very much like real ones, but 
they bring small comfort to a sick 
room. The exquisite colors and 
sweet fragrance of living blooms are 
more acceptable there. A man who is 
weak from loss of blood needs more 
than Mercurochrome applied to the 
surface. It is small comfort to a 
drunkard to tell him that all he 
needs to do is to exert his will 
power. In this second of three 
articles Mr. Havner contrasts the 
empty “social gospel,” which is, sad 
to say, preached from many pulpits, 
with the life-giving power of the 
true Gospel. 








said to the lame man, “Look on us.” 
And he gave heed unto them, expecting 
to receive something of them” (Acts 3: 
4, 5). They called attention to them- 
selves as the representatives of Christ. 
Every time we ring a church bell, every 
time the minister stands in the pulpit, 
we are saying to the world, “Look on us, 
we have something for you.” God pity 
them if we have nothing, a hollow farce 
instead of a holy force! 


Peter said, “Silver and gold have I 
none; but such as I have give I thee: In 
the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth 
rise up and walk.” Not money but mir- 
acles ! Thomas Aquinas was being shown 
the glories of the Vatican. “No longer 
does the church say, Silver and gold 
have I none,” said the Pope. “Neither 
can she say, Rise up and walk,” replied 
Aquinas. The lame man looked, “ex- 
pecting to receive something.” Millions 
today never go to church. Thousands 
go and are disappointed. Like the man 
in the parable, we have nothing to set 
before them, no bread for our friends 
who have come to us in their journey. 
Suppose you are invited to dinner. The 
host sets the table, spreads the silver, 
seats the guests, returns thanks, but 
serves no food! Yet that is a perfect 
description of many church services. We 
invite the lame world to “look on us,” 
and they give heed, expecting to receive 
something, but we have nothing to give. 


Peter and John did not disappoint this 
man. After the LOOK came a LIFT. 
Peter took him by the right hand and 
lifted him up. I hasten to add that with 
the LIFT came LIFE: “and immediately 
his feet and ankle bones received 
strength.” The church is in the uplift 
Business these days. But much of it 
drops the cripple right back into his 
misery and lameness and sin. A lot 
of uplifting these days is mostly “soap” 
and “soup,” but very little “salva- 
tion.” 


Manye churches that once had 


By VANCE HAVNER > 


life now give only a lift. And it is be- 
ing found out. This world needs more 
than a temporary lift such as it seeks 
from a cigarette or a drink. It .needs 
life, a lift that lasts. There are churches 
where one might go for years and never 
learn how to be saved. There is a mo- 
mentary stimulus in a clever sermonette, 
like a shot in the arm. There may even 
be a temporary reformation. But our 
Lord told us of the house, empty, swept, 
and garnished where the demon returned 
with seven more evil spirits more 
wicked than himself. That is what hap- 
pens when there is a lift without life, 

Peter and John lifted in the name of 
Christ: “In the name of Jesus Christ 
of Nazareth rise up and walk.” If they 
had merely lifted the lame*man to drop 
him again, he would have been more 
crippled than ever. Peter and John gave 
the credit to Another: “And his name 
through faith in his name hath made 
this man strong.” There is no power 
in the name “Baptist” or “Methodist” or 
“Presbyterian.” There is no power in 
the name of a famous preacher. There 
is no power in the name of your church, 
though it may be as big as the Pentagon, 
There is only one name with life in it, 
“In the name of Jesus Christ of Naz- 
areth rise up and walk.” We sing “He 
Lifted Me,” “Love Lifted Me.” His is 
the lift that lasts because there is life 
in it. “Thou shalt call his name JESUS: 
for he shall save his people from their 
sins.” “He breaks the power of can- 
celled sin, He sets the prisoner free.” 
His name through faith in His name 
makes the cripple strong. 


Have We Lost the Leap? 

There was not only a LIFT in this story, 
there was a LEAP. “And he leaping up 
stood, and walked, and entered with 
them into the temple, walking, and leap- 
ing, and praising God.” Sometimes I 
have stood in a very dignified Sunday 
morning service while the congregation 
sang rather thoughtlessly: 

Hear Him, ye deaf; His praise, ye dumb, 

Your loosened tongues employ; 
Ye blind, behold your Saviour come, 
And leap, ye lame, for joy. 

I have wondered what would happen 
if some brother took the admonition 
seriously and actually leaped. I am 
sure there would be an exodus of scan- 
dalized saints. But if we have no leap 
in our heels these days, we should have 
it in our hearts. We have lost. the leap 
in our churches today. Is it because we 
do not have the LIFE? 

They had the leap in Bible days. 
David danced before the ark. He wrote, 
“He maketh my feet as hinds’ feet” (Psa. 
18:33). So said Habakkuk. Little chil- 
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dren leap for joy. “But we have grown 
up.” It doesn’t seem so at a football 
game or a political rally. “But we must 
be dignified.” Some dear souls think 
themselves dignified when really they 
are petrified. 

We have lost our leap and it worries 
church leaders. An Episcopal bishop 
calls for more “religious, fanaticism.” A 
Methodist bishop pleads for a return to 
“the emotionalism that made Methodism 
famous.” A Baptist leader speaks of 
another denomination that is prospering 
today because, for one reason, “they are 
not afraid to shed tears.” MacLaren 
speaks of those who are always advocat- 
ing sober standards of feeling in mat- 
ters of religion, by which they mean 
what our Lord described in far less 
polite language as being neither cold nor 


Vi. Will the Church Pass 
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hot, but lukewarm. We need not go into 
extremism. The remedy for lethargy 
is not uncontrolled ecstasy. But if the 
heart is full of life it will have a leap! 


This shouting cripple stirred up quite 
a commotion. He got the preachers into 
trouble. All Jerusalem was in an up- 
roar. Peter and John were forbidden to 
preach. The church held a prayer meet- 
ing that ended in an earthquake. And 
it was all because of a LAME man that 
LOOKED and a LIFE that LIFTED — 
and when the lame looked and was 
lifted, he LEAPED. That sort of thing 
always shakes Jerusalem. What moves 
the hearts of men is‘not conventions and 
committee meetings and teas of the Up- 
lift Club, but cripples who have looked 
and been lifted and who leap because 
they have life. 


Through 
the Great Tribulation? 


Why the “‘children of the day” need have no apprehension 


By the Rev. C. 1. SCOFIELD, D.D. 


This sixth article completes the series by Dr. Scofield. Tues readers 
will be glad to learn that the entire series, comprising the material 
formerly published by the Philadelphia School of the Bible in a pam- 
phlet of the same title, is once again being made available in pam- 


phlet form by The Sunday School Times Company. 


It may be had for 


10 cents a copy; 50 cents for six; 90 cents a dozen; $3.50 for fifty; $6 a 
hundred. All prices include postage. You will want to send for a num- 


ber of copies for distribution to friends. 


Just ask for the pamphlet, 


“Will the Church Pass Through the Great Tribulation?” 


EVENTEENTH.—The Church in the 

Great Tribulation violates the order 
of events in a great passage written to 
set forth that order — 2 Thessalonians 2. 
The relation to each other of two pro- 
phetic promises, “the coming of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, and by our gather- 
ing together unto him,” and “the day 
of the Lord,” are before the mind of the 
Spirit. The relation of these to one an- 
other had been confused in the minds 
of the Thessalonian saints by an evil 
spirit, false preaching, and a forged let- 
ter as from Paul. The Thessalonians 
had been led to believe that the day of 
the Lord had come. The apostle there- 
fore sets forth the order of events which 
precede — not “the coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, and . our gathering 
together unto him,” concerning which he 
writes not one word — but, the day of 
the Lord.! That order is: 

(1) An apostasy, presumably in the 
professing, or visible, Church. As to 
this, it is sufficient to say that the later 
writings of Paul and John make it sadly 
evident that already apostasy from the 
truth had become widespread while yet 
those two apostles were upon the scene. 
To the fact of that apostasy Jude is also 
an unsparing witness, as is Peter in his 
second Epistle. 





12 Thessalonians 2, should be read in the 
Revised Version. In the second verse, “day of 
Christ” is, in the Greek, “day of the Lord.” 


(2) The second sign of the approach 
of the day of the Lord is the manifesta- 
tion of the “man of sin,” or “lawless 
one,” identical with the little horn of 
Daniel’s seventh chapter, the “abomina- 
tion” of Matthew 24:15 and the Beast 
“out of the sea” of the Apocalypse (Rev. 
13:1-10). Verses 5-7 remind the Thessa- 
lonians of the teaching which they had 
received about “these things” concern- 
ing the intervening time till the mani- 
festation of the lawless one should oc- 
cur. A “mystery of iniquity” was at 
work, but under repression. The ref- 
erence is to Satan’s “cosmos” (order, ar- 
rangement), the “world” of which he is 
“god,” and “prince,” organized upon the 
Satanic principles of selfishness, avarice, 
force, and pride. That “mystery” was 
working, but under restraint (v. 7). 
When the Restrainer is taken away the 
lawless one will be revealed and con- 
tinue till the coming of the Lord in 
glory, and it is His coming in glory to 
the earth which not only destroys the 
man of sin, but introduces the day of 
the Lord. ; 

It has been thought that in the Re- 
strainer we are to see the Holy Spirit in 
the Church, and that His removal inti- 
mates the time of the rapture. However 
that may be, the passage concerns the 
day of the Lord and the intervening 
reign of the Beast, and its one purpose 
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is to separate that whole subject from 
“the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and ... our gathering together unto 
him.” ’ 

And this is consistent with the invari. 
able Biblical treatment of the new prom. 
ise. From its first utterance in the upper 
chamber in Jerusalem to the very end, it 
is sedulously kept unrelated to other 
prophetic events. From beginning to 
end it is signless, timeless, unrelated. 


Eighteen.—The theory that would put 
the true Church into the Great Triby. 
lation empties. the great assurance pas. 
sages of all real meaning. Such a pas. 
sage is 1 Thessalonians 5: 1-9: 


“But of the times and the se 
brethren, ye have no need that I write 
unto you. For yourselves know perfectly 
that the day of the Lord so cometh as 
a thief in the night. For when they shal] 
say; Peace and safety; then sudden de. 
struction cometh upon them, as travail 
upon a woman with child; and they shal] 
not escape. But ye, brethren, are not in 
darkness, that that day should overtake 

ou as a thief. Ye are all the children of 
ight, and the children of the day: we are 
not of the night, nor of darkness. There. 
fore let us not sleep, as do others; but 
let us watch and sober. For they 
that sleep sleep in the night; and they 
that be drunken are drunken in the 


night. But let us, who are of the day, 
be sober, putting on the breastplate of 
faith and love; and for an helmet, the 


hope of salvation. For hath . not 
appointed us to wrath, but to obtain sal- 
vation by our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 
Thess. 5:1-9). 

The simple and natural intent of these 
words is to assure the Thessalonian 
saints that they need be in no appre- 
hension concerning the day of the Lord. 
That day will, indeed, come “as a thief 
in the night,” and as an astonishment to 
those appointed to that day. But the 
Thessalonians are assured that that is 
not their day at all. They are the chil- 
dren of light, and they wear as a hel- 
met “the hope” that is a very part of 
the salvation which they have received, 
and which is called in the Epistle to 
Titus “That blessed hope,” even the 
“glorious appearing of the great God 
and our Saviour Jesus Christ” (Titus 
2:13). The Great Tribulation: is not 
mentioned here, nor is it ever mentioned 
in the Epistles, but the exemption of 
the Church from “wrath” is affirmed, 
and the Great Tribulation has’ divine 
wrath as its most awful element. 

The Thessalonians seem to have been 
under some special fear concerning the 
day of the Lord, for the apostle follows 
his first letter almost immediately with 
a second in which he clearly puts asul- 
der “the coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, and .. . our gathering together 
unto him” (2 Thess. 2:1), and the day 
of the Lord. How far asunder he does 
not say. His words have nothing to do 
with nearness or farness; but, as always, 
the “signs” pertain to the day of the 
Lord, and “our gathering together unto 
him” remains signless, timeless, and UW 
complicated with other prophetic events 
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THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


Eye-Catchers Attracting Men to Christ 
How Best Seller posters are being used to present the Gospel 


“ “Y ATTRACTIVE illustration to 
catch the eye and a verse to 
reach the heart.” With this slogan Best 
Seller Publicity set to work on Decem- 
ber 3, 1937—twelve years of miracles! 
A West Coast racketeer was one of 
these miracles. One day, while riding 
on a streetcar, he noticed one of these 
eye-catchers. It created curiosity, so 
he wrote Best Seller Publicity. The 
message came to the Best Seller post- 
office box, and it read, “Came and see 
me.” 

The Best Seller’s representative in that 
area found himself in unusual circum- 
stances. when he made that call. Going 
through several doors, he finally en- 
tered a curtained room covered with 
vivid photos of pin-up girls. 

After introducing himself to ~ dark, 
pewerful-looking man, he was asked, 
“What’s your racket?” 

Quite astounded the Christian worker 
resnonded, “I have no racket.” 

“Evervone has a racket,” his ques- 
tioner insisted. 

Surmising a deep hunger that was 
minzled with curiosity, the Best Seller 
representative tactfully proceeded to 
deal with the man regarding his soul. 
Repeatedly, after that, he called, prayed, 
and dealt with the bewildered man, 
seemingly in vain, until a year and a 
half passed by. Finally the light dawned, 
and a gangster accepted the Lord Jesus 
Christ as his Saviour. 

This gangster is only one of the mir- 
acles. There are many others. 

A eespondent Jewish woman in Chi- 
cago hoarded a streetcar and sat weep- 
ing until an interested passenger finally 
Succeeded in pointing her to a Best 
Seller poster overhead. It was a mes- 
Sage to meet her soul’s nged. Instantly 
she accepted its challenge, and later be- 
came a member of a church. 

Another miracle transpired when a 
Best Seller billboard suddenly faced a 
truck driver as he was speeding down- 
hill with jammed brakes. 

He had violently opposed his wife's 
continual entreaties to attend church 
services. When she insisted that he go 
with her, he would retaliate by imme- 
diately getting drunk. 

Now death suddenly faced him! Two 
inches before the smashup, the truck 
stopped! It was then that the billboard 
spoke to his soul. That night as soon as 
he arrived home, he rushed to the 
church, and, kneeling at the altar, gave 
his heart to the Lord. But what if a 
Best Seller billboard had not been there, 
for a few months later the truck driver 
went to be with the Lord! 
\Eye-catching miracles ! 

’There was the drunkard, bleary-eyed 
and dazed, whose stupored mind finally 


By HAZEL THOMSON 


caught the truth of a poster through the 
inviting gaze of Sallman’s Head of Christ. 

Then there was the young mother, 
overworked, discouraged, ready to give 
up the Christian life, who was renewed 
and revived through the consoling words 
of one of the posters. 

A young girl, upset over her mother’s 
forthcoming operation, read a similar 
poster which changed her from a nom- 
inal Christian to a radiant one. 

All this and many more because there 
were those who had utilized their time 
and money to capture the eyes and 
hearts of needy souls. 

But how did all this come about? 

Twelve years ago Jo Peterson found 
herself on a Chicago elevated train with 
other riders. Some read newspapers, 
some caught up on necessary sleep, some 
sat idly gazing into space, students 
studied texts, but Jo Peterson sat read- 
ing ads on car signs—kidney pills, 
dandruff cures, cigarettes, candy bars, 
chewing gum, dancing lessons, cough 
syrup. 

“They’re all there,” she mused, “every- 
thing for the body; nothing for the 
soul.” 

Suddenly the thought came to her, 
“Why couldn't the Word of God—the 
World’s Best Seller—be advertised on 
streetcars? 

She remembered a lecture by Dr. R. 
A. Torrey while she was at Wheaton 
College: “The Word of God is quick 
and powerful. Do not argue. Give them 
the Word. It is quick and powerful.” 

Martin Luther had said, “The Word 
of God is like a tiger —turn it loose.” 

“Someone must do this,” she deter- 
mined. 

But no one seemed interested enough 
to do anything about it. Jo Peterson 
could not sleep nights. The burden kept 
her tossing and musing. “The Word of 
God — quick and powerful — quick and 
powerful.” 

“Why doesn’t someone do something?” 
she cried in desperation. “We try to 
compel them to go to church. If they 
don’t want to go to hear the Gospel, why 
not bring the Gospel to them? Why 
doesn’t someone do it?” 

All the while God did have someone 
to do it. It was Jo Peterson, the pub- 
licity director, the artist, the burdened 
Christian. There was a struggle, but 
God won in the end. With zealous en- 
thusiasm she set to her task of inter- 
esting others. 

She called up Mrs. Philip Armour, the 
famous meat-packer’s wife. She agreed 
to meet Miss Peterson and some dinner 
guests at the Central Y.M.C.A, in Chi- 
cago and hear her story. It was Jo 
Peterson’s opportune moment, and she 
made the most of it. 
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Capitalizing on the old adage, she 
challenged them, “ ‘One picture is worth 
10,000 words.’ We must make the Word 
of God attractive to idle, lonely, dis- 
couraged, and sinful streetcar riders.” 

Before that dinner meeting was dis- 
missed, the first committee was organ- 
ized to sponsor the work. But the task 
had just begun. , 

As a member of Christian Artists’ Fel- 
lowship, she challenged them with the 
opportunity. Among them was Warner 
Sallman, Vaughn Shoemaker, Frances 
Chase, Coleman Anderson, Herbert Ol- 
sen, Robert Mackaye, and Walter Ohl- 
son. All of them, some top-notch artists, 
have given liberally of their talents to 
the task, 

She needed volunteer helpers, contrib- 
utors, and intercessors, and the miracle 
work of Best Seller Publicity began to 
take shape. 

To date, 450 volunteers have donated 
their time in putting out hundreds of 
thousands of posters in 200 American 
cities and 37 foreign lands in eight lan- 
guages. Thousands of billboards add to 
this impressive figure. 

The work expanded to such a degree 
that Miss Peterson was forced to go on 
a full-time basis with only a mission- 
ary’s salary, a great sacrifice if she had 
not felt directly led of the Lord, 

Two small, crowded rooms at 189 W. 
Madison St., Chicago, make up the head- 
quarters of Best Seller Publicity. 

An overworked, sacrificial secretary is 
Miss Peterson’s only full-time assistant. 

Recently a missionary couple has been 
added to do extension work. 

The need for financial assistance and 
volunteer workers is very great, as calls 
keep coming in. 

From India one worker says: “The 
people are eagerly accepting the posters. 
We have just begun —a great door lies 
before us. Shall we open it? We can 
use aS Many as you can supply.” 

Japan keeps calling: “Send us posters 
that we may proclaim the Word of God.” 

Some have nobly responded to the 
need. One missionary couple has given 
$375 for billboard witnessing, leaving 
one in their neighborhood as their tes- 
timony. 

A teacher in a Michigan high school 
made it possible to exhibit the Word of 
God on sixty-five posters every month. 
Here is his list: 3 city busses, 3 railroad 
stations, 2 grain elevators, gas stations, 


-barber shop, garages, firemen’s dining 


room, table factory, other factories, 
stockyard sales auditorium, canning fac- 
tory warehouse, lumber yard, furniture 
warehouse, high school, railway express 
office, railroad shanty for section men, 
railroad shanty for crossing flagmen, and 
a lot more! 

He was never turned down on a single 
request. When he asked to put a poster 
in the office of the telephone company, 
they asked for four more to place in 
other buildings and rest rooms, 


(Continued on page 653) 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 7. AUGUST 13. EZRA, INTERPRETER OF GOD'S WORD 


Ezra 7; 8:15-36; Nehemiah 8 and 9; printed text, Nehemiah 8:1-4a, 5, 6, 8, 10, 18 
Golden Text.—This day is holy unto our Lord: neither be ye sorry, for the joy of the Lord is your strength.—Neh. 8:10 


Kinc James VERSION . 

Neh. 8:1 And all the people gathered themselves together as 
one man into the street that was before the water gate; and they 
spake unto Ezra the scribe to bring the book of the law of Moses, 
which the Lorp had commanded to Israel. 

2 And Ezra the priest brought the law before the congregation 
both of men and women, and all that could hear with under- 
standing, upon the first day of the seventh month. 

3 And he read therein before the street that was before the 
water gate from the morning until midday, before the men and 
the women, and those that could understand; and the ears of all 
the people were attentive unto the book of the law. 

4 And Ezra the scribe stood upon a pulpit of wood, which they 
had made for the purpose; ... 

5 And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the people; 
(for he was above all the people;) and when he opened it, all 
the people stood up: 


6 And Ezra blessed the Lorp, the great God. And all the peo- 
ple answered, Amen, Amen, with lifting up their hands: and they 
bowed their heads, and worshipped the Lorn with their faces to 
the ground. 

8 So they read in the book .in the law of God distinctly, and 
gave the sense, and caused them to understand the reading. 

10 Then he said unto them, Go your way, eat the fat, and 
drink the sweet, and send portions unto them for whom nothing 
is prepared: for this day is holy unto our Lord: neither be ye 
sorry; for the joy of the Lorp is your strength. 

18 Also day by day, from the first day unto the last day, he 
read in the book of the law of God. And they kept the feast 
seven days; and on the eighth day was a solemn assembly, 
according unto the manner. 

Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 
national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 








The Lesson as a Whole 
By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Approach to the Lesson 
ZRA was pre-eminently a man of 
E the Book. Trained as a_ scribe 
(Ezra 7:6), we are told that he 
“had prepared his heart to seek the law 
of the Lord, and to do it, and to teach 
in Israel statutes and judgments” (Ezra 
7:10). As a result of his faithfulness in 
instructing his people in the Law of God, 
there was a great. awakening or revival 
among the remnant who had returned 
to Jerusalem. 

In every genuine revival among God’s 
people, the revealed Word of the Lord 
has had a large place. It was the re- 
turn to the Word of God that brought 
about the great reformation of the six- 
teenth century, and every true spiritual 
awakening since has been based upon 
Bible study and Bible practice. In the 
days of Ezra and Nehemiah it was the 
return to the testimony of the Scrip- 
tures, the recognition of the authority 
of the Law of God, that brought about 
revival and blessing. 

After the first enthusiasm the rem- 
nant settled down, as is so often the 
case, into self-complacency and com- 
parative indifference to the claims of 


God. Nehemiah was the chosen instru- - 


ment to arouse them to the importance 
of building up the wall of separation 
and giving themselves anew to the work 
of the Lord. Then Ezra was used of 
God to call them back to that which 
was written, in order that the Holy 
Scriptures might have the place of 
authority in the lives of the remnant. 
As the Word of God showed them 
wherein they had failed, they turned to 
the Lord in repentance and confession, 
and, as a result, there came a time of 
special appreciation of the goodness of 
Him who had intervened so blessedly 


% % % bf 


on their behalf, and coupled with this 
was the earnest purpose of heart to do 
His will, judging in the light of His 
holy Law all that was contrary to His 
mind. This brought about material pros- 
perity also, for when God has His right- 
ful place, it is His delight to pour out 
tokens of His favor upon His people. 


The Historical Setting 

It was in about the year 446 B.C. that 
King Artaxerxes gave Nehemiah, his 
cupbearer, the commission to go up to 
Jerusalem to rebuild the city and its 
walls. Nehemiah was appointed gover- 
nor. During his administration much 
was accomplished for the security and 
comfort of the returned remnant of 
Judah. He took a firm stand against 
both the enemies of Israel without and 
the malcontents within the city, some 
of whom sought to make alliances with 
the heathen. Working in conjunction 
with Ezra the scribe, he endeavored to 
bring all the people into subjection to 
the Law of God, and much blessing fol- 
lowed his efforts. 


Verse by Verse 

Neh. 8:1—‘“All the people gathered 
themselves together as one man into the 
street [open place] that was before the 
water gate.” They were a united people 
waiting on God, ready to hear the read- 
ing of His Word. At their earnest re- 
quest Ezra brought forth the Book of 
the Law “which the Lord had com- 
manded in Israel.” 

Verse 2.—“Ezra the priest brought the 
law before .. . all that could hear with 
understanding.” All were responsible 
to hear and obey, and it is good to 
notice that there was evident desire on 
their part to bow to the truth and act 
in accordance with it. 

Verse 3—“The ears of all the people 
were attentive unto the book of the law.” 
It is always a sure precursor of bless- 


ing when people become attentive to 
the Word, even though it may seem to 
go contrary to their natural inclinations, 
It means much to have open ears for 
divine truth. 


Verse 4.—“Ezra . . . stood upon a pul- 
pit of wood.” Thus he was in a com- 
manding position where he could be 
seen and heard by the multitude gath- 
ered before him. Incidentally, this is 
the only place in the Bible where a pul- 
pit is mentioned. 


Verse 5—“When he opened it : [the 
book], all the people stood up.” In this 
way they showed that respect and rev- 
erence for the Holy Scriptures which 
should characterize God’s people at all 
times. 


Verse 6—“They bowed their heads, 
and worshipped the Lord with their 
faces to the ground.” There was none 
of the careles$ flippancy that is seen 
so often in certain congregations today. 
God was recognized as worthy of all 
reverence and adoration, and even in 
their outward behavior the people ex- 
pressed that sense of His glorious might 
and infinite holiness which is becoming 
in those who draw nigh to Him. 


Verse 8.—“They read in the book of 
the law of God distinctly.” Not mum- 
bling the words, but expressing them 
plainly, “and gave the sense,” making 
the meaning clear to all, and so they 
“caused them to understand the read- 
ing.” 

Verse 10.—“The joy of the Lord is 
your strength.” When the people of 
God get right with Him and seek 
yield loving obedience to His holy will, 
there is always joy and gladness. A 
Bible conference should always be @ 
time of spiritual refreshment, where the 
children of God “eat the fat, and drink 
the sweet” and have something to pas 
on to others, 
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Lesson for August 13 


Verse 18.—“They kept the feast seven 
days.” As they listened to the reading 
of the Law, they learned of the instruc- 
tions concerning the Feast of Taber- 
pacles, when the people were to dwell 
in booths and rejoice before the Lord. 
This had not been observed for a thou- 
sand years; that is, since the days of 
Joshua, but still it was in the Book (Lev. 
23: 34-36) . 

The Heart of the Lesson 


It is a great thing when the Word of 
God has its way in the hearts of God’s 


Ezra was the chosen servant who was 
ysed to this end after the return from 
the Captivity. He emphasized the im- 
portance of obedience to that Word and 

the people together to instruct 
them in its teaching. They responded in 
a remarkable way and confessed their 
sins and sought to get right with God, 
thus showing that the Word had reached 
their consciences and exercised their 
hearts. 

The revival recorded here was based 
upon a return to God and His Word. 
Where this is true, there will always be 
restoration and enlargement. Nothing 
can take the place of what God Himself 
hag revealed. “Bring the book,” was the 
cry of the Levites associated with’ Ezra. 
It is the Book that shows us the will 
of God, and as we judge ourselves in 
the light of the Holy Scriptures we can 
count, upon the Lord for revival among 
believers and an awakening among the 
unsaved, 

Lesson Outline 

1, The return to God and His Word 
(Neh. 8: 1-4a) 

2. Reverence for the Scriptures mani- 

- fested (vs. 5, 6) 

% The Word understood and applied (v. 
8) 

4. The joy of the Lord (v. 10) 

§. The Feast of Tabernacles (v. 18) 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 
The Word and Confession. In Nehe- 
miah 9:3 we are told that the people 
“téad in the book of the law of the 
Lord their God one fourth part of the 
day; and another fourth part they con- 
fessed, and worshipped the Lord their 
God.” This is the right order. From 
the Word we learn the mind and will 
of God and so can see wherein we have 
; then as we go to God in prayer, 
confessing our sins, we can be assured 

of His forgiveness. 

ot Human Opinion, but God’s Own 
Observe that when God speaks 
is no room for human. thoughts 
f opinions. His Word calls for abso- 
lle obedience, even though that may 
parting with many preconceived 
ins-and turning from many age-long 
for which there is no divine 
The Scriptures are all-suffi- 
the guide for the child of God 
to have the Lord’s approval. 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
6. August 6.—Elijah, a Courageous 
Prophet (Temperance). 
1 Kings 17 to 19; 21 


Next Week's Lesson 


8. August 20.—John, Preacher of Re- 
pentance. Luke 3:1-22; 7:18-28; 
Matthew 14:1-12. (In this order.) 








Summaries and Applications 

In order to grasp the full import of 
the present lesson, one should read care- 
fully the previous seven chapters of 
Nehemiah, which show us what led up 
to the revival here depicted, 

God will never disappoint His saints 
when they come together “as one man” 
with earnest purpose of heart to learn 
what His will is as revealed in His 
Word, and to walk in the truth as it is 
opened up to them. 

When reading the Scriptures in public 
it is very important to follow the exam- 
ple given here and read distinctly so 
that each word may carry its full weight 
to the hearer. 

Neither Ezra nor Nehemiah sought to 
foist their own personal views upon the 
people of the Lord. They gave them 
the Word and called upon them to act 
in accordance with it. 

It is a grievous thing when merely 
human writings are put upon a level 
with the Holy Scriptures. When ques- 
tions arise, we should refer not to what 
this or that teacher may think, but we 
should ask, “What saith the scripture?” 

It was a great Bible conference that 
was held in the open place by the water 
gate in Jerusalem, and it had great re- 
sults. Would that all our Bible con- 
ferences were of that same character ! 

Wuvona Lake, IND, 


we 


Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D, 

N WHOSE reign did Ezra come to 

Jerusalem? 

2. How long was it from the first re- 
turn from Babylon to the coming of 
Ezra? 

3. What great events had taken place 
in the history of Israel in the mean- 
time? 

4. Who was another great priest of the 
restoration period, and in what prophetic 
books does he figure? 

5. For what ministry was Ezra chiefly 
noted? 

6. Why did the people stand for the 
reading of the Law? (Neh. 8:5.) 

7. Where in the lesson do we have a 
good analysis of Biblical preaching? 

8. What sequence of emotions does the 
Word of God produce? 


9. What activity normally follows the 
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operation of the Word of God in the 
heart? 

10. What modern institution follows 
the pattern of Nehemiah’s Feast of Tab- 
ernacles? 

(Answers on page 653) 
we 


From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


A Prayer Before the Lesson—We do 
thank Thee, our gracious Father, that 
we have Thy Word and the freedom to 
study it. We rejoice in the blessings 
that come where men hear and obey 
Thy truth. Help us to hide Thy Word 
in our hearts that we may not sin 
against Thee. Bless those who so faith- 
fully teach us from Thy Book here each 
week, and make their labor of love pro- 
ductive of much good. Cause the leaders 
of men to search Thy Word for wisdom 
from above, and turn the hearts of all 
to walk in Thy ways. Let the sick and 
needy come under Thy special care to- 
day. Defeat the designs of evil men, and 
overthrow the kingdom of darkness, 
bringing all nations to serve the Lord 
Jesus. Pardon our sins, and guide us in 
the ways of justice, truth, and kindness, 
for Thy glory and for Thy dear Son’s 
sake. Amen. 

After the Lesson.—I like the part of 
our lesson today that says that when 
Ezra opened God’s Book, all the people 
stood up. Reverence for God and His 





Word lay behind that act. Do we ap- 
ONOR 
Hese® GOD'S WORD 











proach the reading and study of the 
Bible in that reverent manner? Or are 
Bibles and lesson leaflets carelessly tossed 
about in Sunday school or at home like 
yesterday’s newspaper? 

Some children of the British royal 
family playing in a palace room one day 
wanted to reach a high cupboard, They 
tried standing on a chair, but still could 
not quite reach it. Near by was a big 
family Bible several inches thick, and 
someone suggested that by putting it on 
the chair and then standing on the big 
Bible the cupboard could be reached. 
“No,” spoke up one youngster, “that 
wouldn’t be right. It is a Bible, and it 
would not be reverent to stand on it.” 
That young prince had learned some- 
thing we all should learn early in life, 
that the Bible is no common book, but, 
as the Word of God, is sacred, and should 
be handled and used with proper rev- 
erence. Those who truly reverence and 
honor God’s Book will listen attentively 
as it is taught, and will carefully strive 
to live according to its teachings. The 
people to whom Ezra read God’s Word 
honored it, heard it, and heeded it, You 
and I will be wise to follow their ex- 
ample. 


Vancouver, B. C., Can, 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“And all the people .. . as one man 
... before the water gate” (Neh. 8:1).— 
A list of the names of the city gates can 
be found in Nehemiah 3. Since water 
is a symbol of the Word of God (Eph. 
5:26), it was most appropriate that Ezra 
should read the Scriptures at the water 
gate. 

Praise the Lord, we are at liberty to 
read the Holy Bible in public as well 
as. in private! On the flyleaf of the 
King James Version are the words, “Ap- 
pointed.to be read in Churches.” I have 
revised that sentence in my Bible to 
read, “Appointed to be read Every- 
where !” 

The expression, “all the people,” oc- 
curs. eleven times in this chapter. In 
our verse all the people are “as one 
man.” Perfect unanimity prevailed in 
the desire to have Ezra read the Penta- 
teuch to them. 

Persecution can draw Christians to- 
gether, as we saw in a former lesson; 
but consciousness of a common need of 
spiritual food and divine guidance will 
also accomplish that worthy end. 

When the tide is out you may have 
noticed, as you rambled among the rocks, 
little ._pools with little fishes in them. 
To the shrimp, in such a pool, his foot 
depth of salt water is all the ocean for 
the time being. He has no dealings with 
his neighbor shrimp in the adjacent pool, 
though it may be only a few inches of 
sand that divide them; but when the 
rising ocean begins to lap over the mar- 
gin of the lurking place, one pool joins 
another, their various tenants meet, and 
by-and-by, in place of their little patch 
of standing water, they have the ocean’s 
boundless expanse to move in. When the 
tide is out, when spirituality is at a low 
ebb, the faithful are to be fourfd in- 
sulated, here a few and there a few, in 
the standing pools that stud the beach. 
They forget, for a time, that there is a 
vast and expansive unity of the Spirit 
—a mightier communion, even the com- 
munion of saints— which should engulf 
all minor considerations, and enable all 
the Christians to come together (Dr. 
Hamilton). 

We thank God for all the occasions 
in church history when all the people 
of God were as one man to do His will. 


“And he read therein .. . from the 
morning until midday .. .” (v. 3).— 
This was not a Bible-reading marathon 
to see how quickly the Book could be 
read. 

‘To some the Bible is unprofitable, be- 
cause they read too fast, They skip 
from passage to passage like a butterfly 
flitting from flower to flower in its en- 
deavor to find a drop of ready nectar. 
Others delve into the significance of a 
verse, a clause, a word, like the bee 
that goes down.to the bottom of the 
flower cup lingering sufficiently long to 
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extract its luscious sweetness. 

The butterfly dies in October with the 
flowers, whereas the bee is warm in its 
hive even in the dead of winter, amid 
the fragrant stores which it gathered 
beneath the bright beams of summer. 
Which is it in our case — butterfly or 
bee? Do we search the Scriptures or 
just skim them? 

“The ears of all the people were at- 
tentive.” An attentive audience is a 
great inspiration to a public speaker. 
Attention to the Word of God pays big 
dividends. At the conclusion of a recent 
service in Milwaukee, a man informed 
us that he came to the meeting with a 
determination not to allow anything to 
hinder him from hearing every word of 
the message — as he wanted to discover 
just what it was that saved a person. 
When asked if he had succeeded in mak- 
ing the discovery, he said, “Indeed I 
did!” He left the building rejoicing in 
the knowledge of Christ as his Saviour 
and Lord, 


“So they read distinctly, and 
gave the sense” (v. 8).—Herein is a 
speaker’s responsibility defined. He must 
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read the Scriptures distinctly in a clear 
voice. There is to be no muttering or 
garbling of the words. “The words of 
the Lord are pure words: as silver tried 
in a furnace of earth, purified seven 
times” (Psa. 12:6). And they should be 
read that way. His words “are spirit, 
and they are life” (John 6:63). Only 
eternity can reveal what has been ac- 
complished in the hearts and lives of 
hearers by the distinct reading of the 
Scriptures from the pulpit. 

The distinct reading of the first chap- 
ter of Romans by Dr. John Chamberlain 
to natives of an East Indian city made 
an intelligent Brahman say: “Sir, that 
chapter was written by one of you mis- 
sionaries about us Hindus. It describes 
us exactly!” That chapter was written 
almost seventeen hundred years before 
the first missionaries under the Refor- 
mation went to India. 

Giving the sense of that which is dis- 
tinctly read is the second part of the 
preacher’s responsibility. It isn’t flowery 
sermons the world needs — it is the ex- 
position of the Scriptures. Ezra was an 
expositor of God’s Word. 

After listening to a very flowery ser- 
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Lesson for August 13 


mon, a man was asked what he thought 
of it. “It was very fine, but a man can- 
not live on flowers,” was his answer. 

“The joy of the Lord is your strength” 
(y. 10)—The hearers found plenty to 
weep over as they were made conscious 
of their failure to observe all that the 
Lord had commanded; but this feast day 
called for joy, not sorrow; hence the 
exhortation to manifest the joy of the 
Lord. There is ample in the lives of 
Christians calling for tears and confes- 
sion; but when confession is made, He 
is faithful and just to forgive. The joy 
of the Lord is our strength for worship, 
service, warfare, and testimony. 

Wawona, CALIF, 

we 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, this lesson on Ezra the 

scribe gives us a springboard from 
which to jump off into a fresh apprecia- 
tion of God’s Word. One of the great 
weaknesses of our nation today, gener- 
ally regarded as the leading Christian 
nation of the world, even as Israel was 
known as God’s Chosen People, is igno- 
rance of the Word of God. And even 
a vast. multitude who have some knowl- 
edge of it are turning their backs upon 
it, as Israel did (Neh, 9:16, 26). 

We have not suffered (not yet!) as 
Israel did, but the day may be coming 
when we shall learn by bitter experi- 
ence that, powerful as our nation is, 
we have neglected God’s Word at our 
peril. The people of Israel had learned 
that lesson: their great city, Jerusalem, 
had been sacked, their temple destroyed, 
and their walls broken down. And now 
in this eighth chapter of Nehemiah we 
find them surrounding Ezra the scribe 
and clamoring for the “book of the law 
of Moses” to be brought out and read 
to them, as though to say, “Let’s see 
what is wrong with us, in the light of 
God’s Law, if haply we may mend our 
ways.” And Ezra was only too glad 
to read it to them. He read it to them 
from morning till noon, slowly, plainly, 
distinctly, so they could fully under- 
stand; day after day he read it to them, 
“aid the ears of all the people were 
attentive unto the book of the law” 
(v, 3). 

Now here’s what I get for you fel- 
lows and for myself out of this. 

First, let us properly appraise the 
Word of God; let us not commit the folly 
of passing it up as of minor importance. 
Rather, let us put it in first place in 
Our Teading time; and if we don’t have 
Teading time, let us set the alarm clock 
up enough to make reading time. Think 
how much easier it is for us to have 
the Word of God to read than it was for 
: Every fellow, no matter how 
Door he may be, can have a Bible of 

} OV We don’t have to gather at 
the Water gate, or any other gate, to 
sland inthe crowd while one man reads 
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(and no public address system, either !). 
We can have, for a very few cents, our 
own Bible right there on our bedroom 
table. Scripture rolls were scarce in 
Jerusalem ! . 

Second, let us read it regularly and 
carefully —don’t rush it, consider each 
word. The Bible is packed so tight 
with history and truth and instruction 
that we can read it over and over, and 
each time find some fresh news and 
counsel for the day’s particular need — 
or something made clearer to us than it 
was yesterday. 

Third, ask the Holy Spirit to be your 
interpreter. He can (and will) make 
the meaning much clearer to you than 
Ezra the scribe could. And ask Him 
before you start reading. “Now dear 
Lord, as I am about to read Your letter 
(to me) please help me to understand 
as I should. There is so much of rich 
truth I might miss unless the Holy Spirit 
teaches it to me.” This is very impor- 
tant, fellows. 

Fourth, memorize as much of it as you 
possibly can. That will bring an addi- 
tional blessing. 

Fifth, take every appropriate oppor- 
tunity to quote it to others; pass it on. 

When you get your own Bible, or if 
you already have one, let me suggest 
four little lines to write (in your own 
hand) on the flyleaf: 

Read it through, 
Pray it in, 

Work it out, 
Pass it on. 

Teachers, I want to make you a propo- 
sition. To the Sunday school teacher 
with a minimum of six pupils, boys or 
girls, who gets the word to me first that 
at least six of his pupils are possessors 
of a Bible of their own, and have to 
his knowledge memorized and repeated 
perfectly the first chapter of the Gospel 
according to John, I wil! present a 
leather-bound, leather-lined, thin paper 
Scofield Reference Bible (or its equiva- 
lent value in another Bible—from $10 
to $13). The information must reach me 
after August 13, the date of this lesson, 
and can be conveyed in person, mail, air 
mail, special delivery, telephone, tele- 
graph, radio, or television. As a conso- 
lation award to the second and third ar- 
rival, I will give each a “Testament for 
Fishers of Men” ($2.50 binding). The 
first chapter of John has fifty-one verses 
in it, but it is not difficult. to memorize. 
I had a class of eight teen-age boys who 
memorized it perfectly in a few weeks. 
You just need to do something to make 
them want to do it—and watch them 
go after it! May the Holy Spirit help 
you to get the precious Word into the 
minds and hearts and lives of your 
pupils! 

Fontana Dao, N. C. 


Please prhy for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s -blessing on its contents. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


.. is rightly numbered among the 
great men of the Bible. He is not 
so well known as some of the others 
about whom we have been studying this 
quarter. But I cannot think of anyone 
who had a more profound influence for 
God upon the people of his time. 

Ezra was born about four hundred 
years after Elijah was taken to Heaven. 
Between the time of Elijah and that of 
Ezra, the kingdoms of both Israel and 
Judah had fallen. The Israelites had 
been carried captive to Assyria, and 
about a hundred years later the Jews 
had been taken to Babylon, where they 
remained for seventy years, just as God 
had foretold. After the seventy years 
were up, Cyrus, the new king at Ba- 
bylon, made a decree that the Temple 
at Jerusalem should be rebuilt, and in- 
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vited all Jews who wanted to do this 
to return to Palestine. Forty-two thou- 
sand, three hundred and sixty Jews did 
so, and after many hindrances they were 
able to finish the Temple. Seventy-eight 
years later, Ezra the scribe asked per- 
mission from the new king, Artaxerxes, 
to go to Jerusalem to help restore the 
Temple worship and to teach the people 
the ways of the Lord. 

Ezra 7:10 gives us an idea of what kind 
of man Ezra was. He studied God’s 
Word, obeyed it himself, then taught it 
to others, 

When Ezra went from Babylon to 
Jerusalem he carried a letter with him 
from King Artaxerxes. The king not 
only granted Ezra permission to go, 
he said that all the Israelites who cared 
to do so might go with him also. Be- 
sides this, the king and his counselors 
gave Ezra money and the authority to 
collect money from all who wanted to 
contribute to the worship of the Lord. 
The king also gave Ezra authority to 
establish order in Jerusalem and to pun- 
ish any who would not obey. the laws 
of God. In the king’s letter we find 
sixteen references to the living God. 
Because God was so real to Ezra, the 
heathen king realized that the God of 
Israel was the God of Heaven. What 
a remarkable influence for a captive to 
exert on the ruler of the land in which 
he lived! 

Ezra 8 tells of all the people who jour- 
neyed with Ezra back to Jerusalem. 
When they were ready to go, Ezra dis- 
covered that there was not one Levite. 
As Levites were needed for the Temple 
service he sent for some, telling his 
messengers just what to say. More than 
two hundred and fifty Levites came. 
Note the great influence of Ezra in this 
suctess also. 

When this enlarged group was ready 
to go, Ezra proclaimed a time of fasting 
and prayer to ask God to protect this 
* great company of men, women, and chil- 
dren, and all the money they were tak- 
ing also. They had to take a long, lonely 
trek of about four months’ duration 
which led through bandit-infested dis- 
tricts. Do you think the king would 
have given Ezra an armed escort if he 
had requested it? Then why didn’t he? 
You will find the answer in Ezra 8:22. 
Ezra wanted the king to know that what 
lie had said about God was true. He is 
able to care for His own. Ezra wanted 
to honor God by his actions as well as 
by His words. God did protect them, 
and His name was honored. Not one 
child or even one piece of money was 
lost by the way, but all arrived in per- 
fect safety. 

Now, because our time is short, we 
must skip over to Nehemiah 8. Here 
we have the record of a great Bible 
conference in Israel.. Read verses 1 to 


4 Men and women and children old 
enough to understand gathered together 
in the streets to hear the Word of God. 
The crowd was too big for a building, 
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so a huge pulpit was erected in the 
street. This was high enough for Ezra 
to be seen above all the people, and 
broad enough for thirteen other men to 
stand up there with him, six on one side 
and seven on the other. 

Read verses 5 and 6 
the scene: godly Ezra 
thirteen men. standing 
the listening crowd. As Ezra _ un- 
rolls the parchment of the sacred 
Scriptures, all the people rise in rev 
erence. As Ezra prays, all hands are 
lifted to God, all heads bowed before 
Him. At the end of the prayer all the 
people say, “Amen.” How we should 
love to have such a scene as this re- 
enacted in our cities today! And Ezra 
was the central figure in it, 

Read verse 8 next. The purpose of 
this conference was to teach the Word 
so that the people would understand and 
obey it. Verse 9 tells us the first effect 
this had upon the people. (They wept 
because they realized that they had not 
obeyed it.) Now read, alternately, verses 
10 to 18. How long did the conference 
last? (Seven days.) What was the result 
of it? (The people kept the Feast of 
Tabernacles which the Lord had com- 
manded them to keep long before, but 
which had not been kept since the days 
of Joshua.) How did they feel then? 
(There was very great gladness.) Do 
you remember that Ezra himself first 
studied God’s Word, thén obeyed it, and 
then taught it? I believe this is one 
reason why those whom he taught also 
obeyed. I hope every one of you girls 
will be a Sunday school teacher some 
day, but your teaching will be in vain 
unless you yourself obey the Word of 
God, 

Think over some of Ezra’s accomplish- 
ments such as: leading all those people 
safely to Jerusalem, collecting money for 
the work, getting the Levites to set up 
the worship, and then getting all the in- 
habitants of Jerusalem to obey God’s 
Word. He might have felt proud of any 
one of these accomplishments, and still 
more over all of them put together, but 
he did not. Instead, Ezra attributed 
every success he had to the good “hand 
of the Lord” upon him. And he was 
absolutely right. However, some who 
have accomplished great things have for- 
gotten this and become proud. Ezra 
was characterized by humility as well 
as by faith in God and obedience to 
His Word. This is a proof of greatness. 
Ezra’s life had a profound effect on the 
world ruler of his day, upon the Levites 
who had been slow to go back to Jeru- 
salem, and upon the Jews in Jerusalem 
because he studied God’s Word, obeyed 
it, and taught it. God grant that you 
and I may do likewise. 

FERNDALE, WASH. 


we 
Trust Him whom you have tried, for 
He is true to them who trust Him—wW. 
Graham Scroggie. 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 


Ezra Explains the Scriptures: 
(Neh. 8:1-4a, 5, 6, 8, 10, 18) 


Ho many of you go to Sunday 
school? You all do? Did you ever 
go to a Sunday school that lasted all 
the forenoon? Some boys did. We'll 
call them Azzur and Amariah. The boys 
did not take their Bibles because they 
did not have any in their home. They 
did not go to the Sunday school rooms 
in the church because there were none. 
Instead everybody went to an open place 
in the city where there were no houses, 
like one of our parks. There was a 
wooden platform for the man we may 
call the superintendent. His name was 
Ezra. The teachers stood on the plat- 
form beside him, 

Now for a minute let us think what 
we do first in our Sunday school, Then 
what? What next? Now we will see 
what they did in Azzur and Amariah’s 
Sunday school. First the superintendent 
opened the Bible. Like this? (Illus- 
trate with your Bible.) No, like this. 
(Open a prepared roll of paper.) Then 
the boys and all the grownups stood up. 
The superintendent prayed, blessing the 
Lord. The people answered, “Amen, 
Amen,” lifting their hands _ toward 
Heaven. Then everyone bowed his head 
clear to the ground in worship. The 
superintendent read the Bible aloud, and 
everyone listened carefully. But they 
could not understand it, especially the 
young folks like Azzur and Amariah. 
So the teachers explained it carefully. 
Azzur’s father' began to cry, and soon 
many other people were crying. You 
never saw that happen in our Sunday 
school! But those people had been dis- 
obeying God, and did not even know it 
because they had not heard before what 
God said in the Bible. 

Ezra and the teachers told them not 
to cry for it was a holy day; instead 
they should be happy and go have a 
good dinner. Why do you think the 
teachers told them not to cry? Was it 
because as soon as they were sorry they 
had disobeyed God, God forgave them? 
And they were not going to disobey God, 
now that they knew what He expected 
of them. How different from Ahab and 
Jezebel ! 

Azzur and Amariah went to Sunday 
school every day that week, like Daily 
Vacation Bible School. I am sure Ar 
zur and Amariah listened carefully. 
Which ones of the Ten Commandments 
do yourthink they had broken, and now 
promised God they would obey? Per 
haps they said, “I will delight mysell 
in thy statutes: I will not forget thy 
word” (Psa. 119:16, Memory Verse). 
Can you make that promise, too? 

You are more fortunate than Am 
and Amariah. They did not have Bible 
of their own. Do you know all 
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Lesson for August 13 


names of the Books in your Bible? (Re- 
yiew especially the Old Testament.) 

Azzur and Amariah would not have 
been allowed to do this in their day, 
put our superintendent might permit it. 
Next Sunday our department might meet 
outdoors if the weather is good for open- 
ing exercises on the church lawn. What 
could be the pulpit platform? The steps? 
Who could be the Bible reader? Keith? 
What would come first? Opening the 
Bible, everybody standing. For the 
blessing we could use David’s in 1 
Chronicles 29:10-13. Instead of raising 
our hands and bowing to the floor, what 
do we do? Fold our hands and bow our 
heads for silent worship. For our Bible 
reading I suggest Deuteronomy 6:5 (next 
Sunday’s Memory Verse) and the Ten 
Commahdments (Exod. 20:3-17). Who 
will be a teacher to explain the First 
Commandment? (Have each Command- 
ment discussed to be sure the “teacher” 
understands. Suggest childhood appli- 
cations.) Who will be our committee 
to arrange with the superintendent about 
this? 

Continue the scrapbook with one page 
for Ezra and one for the Memory Verse. 
List the Old Testament Books. Use pic- 
tures of the Bible being read. 

Orono, MAINE. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Leaflets giving a list of the lessons for 1950 and 
yoga d the conditions upon which illus- 
are accepted may be had from the 
Tees for 15 cents a copy. $1 is paid for each 
illustration accepted, and $2 for the best one. 
Illustrations must reach the Times three 
months in advance of the lesson, and should 
not be clip from earlier “Illustration Round 
y erence is given to illustrations 

on the printed lesson text. Readers are asked 
to limit the total submitted on each lesson to 

four illustrations. 

Bibles Instead of Bombs.—-And the ears 
of all the people were attentive unto 
the book of the law (Neh. 8:3). Chaplain 
Ivan L., Bennett, Colonel, United States 
Army, said after a recent tour in Japan: 
“Everywhere in Japan I hear praise of 
what the American Bible Society has 
done to get Scriptures in Japanese for 
the people here. I doubt if any similar 
amount of money invested here will ever 
be productive of so much good as will 
come of this investment. . . . The people 
are avid readers, on trains and at sta- 
tions one sees them with Testaments or 
Gospels. in hand reading.” “Magnificent 
contribution has been made by the 
American Bible Society. . . . It is hoped 
that permanent program will provide for 
Message of Scriptures to reach every 
Village and hamlet in the land,” said 
Gen. Douglas MacArthur in a cable to 
this Society. The General has described 
conditions in Japan in which the people 
have turned from their old beliefs as 
“@ opportunity without counterpart 
since the birth of Christ.” The Amer- 
ican Bible Society has such a permanent 

for Japan. Four million Bibles, 
its, and Gospels have been pro- 
Vided by this Society since the war, but 
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four million is only a beginning in 
reaching “every village and hamlet in 
the land. The continuing help of the 
American people is needed now in a 
dramatic gesture of good will. to pro- 
vide for Japan — Bibles not bombs, sig- 
natures not shots.” A “Good Will Book,” 
containing thousands of signatures of 
American donors who have contributed 
one dollar or more, will be presented in 
November, and will tell the Japanese of 
the many Americans who want the peo- 
ple of Japan to know Christ—From a 
leaflet. Sent by Mrs. S. J. Beeker, Nash- 
ville, Tenn. Prize illustration. 


Tracts and Tracks.—And the ears of 
all the people were attentive unto the 
book of the law (Neh. 8:3). 

“Well, Ben, how did you like that tract 

I gave to you one day?” 
The country parson asked his man 
Who kept the weeds away. 


“Ah, Massa, it was jes’ for me, 
It sure did me some good; 

I couldn’t tell why call ‘em ‘tracks’ 
But now I'm sure I could. 


“For when I read that little book 
It track me everywhere; 

It track me down the cellar steps, 
It track me up the stair. 


“It track me right out to de barn — 
"Nen to de house it come; 

It track me all aroun’ de farm — 
At las’ — it track me ‘home.’ 


“It track me till I ‘fessed my sins — 
Took dat I stole right back; 

It done has tracked me to de Lawd — 
Gog bless yo’ fer dat track ! 


“I jes’ abouten wore it out — 
But did yo’ wan’ it back? 
It’s trackin’ Mandy! An’ I knows 
Jes’ why you call it ‘track.’” 
—From Effie O. Foss, in the Brethren 
Evangelist. Sent by Mrs. Clarence Jones, 
Otego, N. Y. 


The One Who Needed Waking.—They 
read in the book in the law of God dis- 
tinctly, and gave the sense, and caused 
them to understand (Neh. 8:8). One of 
his clergy put to his Bishop this ques- 
tion: “Now that the hot weather is 
upon us, my lord, I find that many mem- 
bers of my congregation are inclined to 
doze during the sermon. What remedy 
do you advise?” “When I first com- 
menced preaching” replied the Bishop, 
“I gave the sexton strict orders that 
whenever he saw anyone asleep he 
should immediately drop a heavy book 
on the floor.” “Oh, I see, to wake up 
the parishioner?” “No, to wake up the 
preacher !”"—From the Christian Herald, 
Sent by M. H. James, Toronto, Can. 


The “Traveler’s Tree” for the Soul.— 
Then he said unto them, Go your way, 
eat the fat, and drink the sweet (Neh. 
8:10). A European traveler on his way 
from the Madagascar coast to Tanana- 
rivo, in the interior, had drunk all the 
water from his flask and was suffering 
from thirst. He inquired of one of the 
natives of his party when they would 
be able to obtain water. The native 
answered, “Any time you like,” and led 
the way to a group of palmlike trees on 
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the edge of the forest. He pierced the 
root of one of the leaf-stems at the 
point where it joined the tree, where- 
upon a stream of clear water spurted 
out, cool, fresh, and excellent to drink. 
At the next village the guide conducted 
the traveler to the hut of a friend, who 
spread a meal for them. As they sat at 
the table, the guide said, “Before we begin 
our meal, I must tell you that every- 
thing upon this table comes from ‘the 
traveler’s tree.’ The tablecloth is made 
of the fibers of the leaves; the drinking 
cups, plates, and knives are made from 
the bark or wood. What you think to 
be cream is made from the seeds. What 
you think are almonds are little cakes 
made from these seeds, and this oil«is 
pressed from their skin. Not only do 
we get these, and the water you have 
drunk, but some of the people of Mada- 
gascar have made a kind of cloth that 
they wear.” The Word of God is the 
“Traveler’s Tree” for every soul of every 
country, in every clime. The great pity 
is that multitudes are like the European 
traveler before he received his infor- 
mation from the natives.—From . the 
King’s Business. Sent by Albert My- 
gatt, David City, Nebr. 


Sweet Anywhere.—Go your way, eat 
the fat, and drink the sweet (Neh. 8:10). 
I have read of a little colored boy down 
in Mississippi who was converted to 
God, and he was so happy he did not 
know what to do with himself. He 
laughed, and finally he cried out, “Oh, 
it is sweet; it is sweet as. molasses !” 
Yes, you laugh at that; but twenty-eight 
hundred years before Israel’s royal 
singer said that the “judgments of the 
Lord” are “sweeter .. . than honey and 
the honeycomb.” One lived in a honey 
country, and the other in a molasses 
country, but the sentiment is exactly 
the same——From Record of Christian 
Work. Sent by Mrs, M. Watts, Fetcham, 
Surrey, Eng. 


The Use of Bibles in a Hospital.—Also 
day by day ... he read in the book 
of the law of God (Neh. 8:18), Almost 
twenty-five years ago I was the guest 
for a day of Dr. W. D. Bathgate, who has 
spent most of his life as superintendent 
of the Edinburgh Medical Missionary 
Hospital in Nazareth, Palestine. After 
breakfast in the doctor’s home the fam- 
ily gathered for prayers, in which we 
used both the native tongue and the 
English. . . . Then Dr. Bathgate took 
me along the ridge of the high hill above 
the city to his tidy little overcrowded 
hospital. . . . Inside the hospital the 
busy day had already begun, but Dr. 
Bathgate’s first duty was to call the 
staff together (all who could leave their 
posts), and again we heard the Serip- 
tures read, and again we knelt -in 
prayer. I was taken on a tour of the 
wards. . . . The other unforgettable in- 
cident was the sight I saw when, a half 
hour later, we entered another larger 
ward where the patients were conval- 
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escents. There, just inside the door, 
stood a Bible woman, one cf those I had 
met at prayers earlier. She was read- 


ing the Bible in Arabic for all to hear. 
And how eagerly they listened! “Yes,” 
answered Dr. Bathgate to my question, 
“she does this every day. Many who 
listen have never learned to read for 
themselves.” Occasionally through the 
years I have written Dr. Bathgate... . 
I wrote him again last Christmas to 
ask how, in the face of all the upheavals 
since the war, the Nazareth Hospital 
was faring. Promptly came his reas- 
suring answer, from which I quote: 
“Thanks for your letter. It came.as a 
challenge, the challenge being, ‘What 
are we doing about Bibles in this hos- 
pital?’ I called one of our senior nurses 
into my consultation room and asked 
her what she was doing to spread the 
knowledge of God’s Word. She replied, 
‘I have been giving Bible instruction to 
an old Moslem sheikh, and his only com- 
plaint is that I did not give him enough 
of my time.’ [Other instances were 
given in this letter, which ended thu:: ! 
We know no better cure for the depres- 
sion which sickness causes than the won- 
derful stories of the Holy Scriptures. The 
Bible is our chief healer in this hos- 
pital!” It is good news that the Bible 
is still available and in use in troubled 
Israel.—From Bible Society Record. Sent 
by Mrs. S. J. Beeker, Nashville, Tenn. 


What His “Hallelujah” Cost.—This day 
is holy unto our Lord: neither be ye 
sorry; for the joy of the Lord is your 
strength (Neh. 8:10, Golden Text). Regi- 
nald Wallis tells of a young man who 
shouted “Hallelujah” in a revival meet- 
ing. The minister looked at him and 
asked, “Has that ‘hallelujah’ cost you 
anything?” “Yes, it has,” replied the 
young man. “I ran a garage and had 
been offered a contract for Sunday busi- 
ness which would have brought me 
$2,500 per year. I felt that I could not 
take any business which would cause 
me to violate the sanctity of the Lord’s 
Day so I turned down the offer. I lost 
the money, but I kept my ‘Hallelujah.’” 
—From Free Methodi$t. Sent by How- 
ard G. Wilcox, Kearney, Nebr. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 

'. eo we have a very different man 
to study than we had last Sunday, 
Elijah was a prophet; Ezra was a priest, 
He was a very distinguished priest, and 
you may read his pedigree in Ezra 7; 
1-5. He was a direct descendant of 
Aaron, the high priest, brother of 
Moses. You will remember that the 
Israelites were carried away captive to 
Babylon, and after about seventy years, 
they began to return to their own land, 
First came the crowd under Zerubbabel, 
who began the rebuilding of the Tem- 
ple, but were stopped by an order from 
the king. Later they finished the Tem- 

ple and held the Passover Feast. 

Then Ezra, a priest in exile in Baby- 
lon, was moved by the Lord to go to 
Judea, and he gathered together a large 
group for this trip, priests, Levites, and 
singers to help in the worship in the 
new Temple. They took back with them 
great treasures, gold and silver basons 
and vessels that were carried away from 
the Temple at Jerusalem by Nebuchad- 
nezzar, king of Babylon. They also 
hrought gold and silver talent money 
which was a freewill offering unto the 
Lord. 

Nehemiah, who was a captive in Baby- 
lon, cupbearer to the king, became very 
much worried about the hard time Ezra 
and his friends were having in Jeru- 
salem, and he began to pray about going 
back to help them. Then he told the 
king why he was sad, and the king sent 
him back to Jerusalem with letters to 
men who were to help him. When he 
came to Jerusalem, the thing that made 
him feel worst was that the city wall 
had never been rebuilt, it was just a lot 
of rubble as if it had been bombed. 
So he encouraged the people to start to 
build the wall. They had many difficul- 
ties, but at last they finished it. 

Isn’t it wonderful how God works out 
His plans? First He stirred up Zerub- 
babel to go back to Jerusalem, then Ezra, 
and then Nehemiah, and each one went 
to do a different work. So they had 
the Temple finished, and the wall rebuilt, 
Then we come to our lesson today, where 
Ezra read the Law to all the people who 
gathered in the street that was before 
the water gate. They didn’t have seats, 
but stood from morning till noon to hear 
the Word of God read. What would the 
people in America today think of that 
kind of church service? They cal 
hardly sit in a comfortable pew for an 
hour on Sunday to hear God’s Word read 
or preached. 

The people to whom Ezra read had 
sinned, and when they heard God's 
Word, they repented, and turned to God 
again. One thing I notice is that Ez 
explained the words he read so that the 
people understood what they meant 
That is just what Sunday school teachers 
and preachers and missionaries do * 
day. 
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Lesson for August 13 


Your picture for today must be a 
priest or teacher. Maybe you could use 
a picture of a missionary teaching the 
heathen people. I just read about the 
wonderful meetings that are being held 
in parts of Africa, where the people 
come many miles, and sit for whole days 
listening to the Word of God. It is all 
new and strange to many of them, but 
they listen and then believe. 

Missionaries go on trips from one vil- 
lage to another, stopping to tell the Gos- 
pel story in each place. The people want 
them to stay many days, but they can- 
not, because so many villages have never 
yet heard that Christ died for them. 
Sometimes people come to the mission 
stations with messages from chiefs who 
want the missionaries to come to their 
villages a long way off, but there are 
not enough missionaries to go to all the 
villages, so they have to.send word back 
that they cannot come. 

Why do you suppose there are so few 
missionaries? I'll tell you. Because the 
people who cannot go as missionaries 
do not give enough money to send all 
those who are waiting, glad and willing 
to go. How many children give to mis- 
sions? Every one of you should do this. 
Every Christian should give to send the 
Gospel, and pray for the missionaries, 
or go as a missionary. God doesn’t take 
excuses, for we can all do one of these 
things, 

I hope some of you children will be 
missionaries, if the Lord Jesus tarries 
until you are grown. I mean, mission- 
aries who leave home and go to tell 
those who have never heard. But you 
can be missionaries right at home on 
your own street, maybe in your own 
home, wherever there is a person who 
does not believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ. When you learn a Bible verse, 
and understand it, be as faithful as Ezra 
Was, and pass it on to someone else, and 
tell what it means, too. 


Fe.ton, CAuir. 
sd 


This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 647) 

1, The reign of Artaxerxes (Ezra 7: 
1, 8). 

2. About eighty years. Restoration be- 
gan about 537 B.C., and Ezra came about 
457 B.C. 

3. The building of the Temple under 
Zerubbabel, and the deliverance of Is- 
tael through the heroism of Esther. 

4. Jeshua (Joshua), who came up with 
Zerubbabel (Ezra 2:2, etc.). He figures 
in the prophecies of Haggai and Zech- 
ariah. 


5. The expounding of the Law (Ezra 
7:6, 10). He was a teaching priest. 
6 As a token of reverence and obe- 


1. Verse 8 — presentation, 
tion, exposition, 

& Sorrow, while it searches out sin: 
joy, when it works sanctification (Neh. 


interpreta- 
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8:9-12. See Heb. 4:12; John 15:3, 11). 

9. Sharing (Neh. 8:10, 12). We “send 
portions unto them for whom nothing 
is prepared.” A good missionary text! 

10. The Bible conference camp (vs. 
16-18). 

WHEATON, ILL, 
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Eye-Catchers Attracting Men 


to Christ 
(Continued from page 645) 


“T asked a man,” he continued, “if I 
could put one in his gas station.” 

“Yes,” he replied, “and put one in my 
restaurant, too.” 

A greater number of such volunteers 
are needed, besides financial helpers, to 
keep these eye-catching, heart-reaching 
posters on the road for God, 
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training for every type of . 
service. Eight basic courses, includ- 
the new Technical 
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153 Institute Place . Chicago 10, il. 
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Yale Alcohology and the 
Public Schools 


(Continued from second page) 


ish school textbooks on this subject and 
it‘ is. well known that temperance in- 
struction is farther advanced in Sweden 
than elsewhere. In the army they have 
axhandbook for officers to be used in 
teaching conscript soldiers regarding the 
dangers of alcohol. This has been 
adapted in a civil edition for school- 
teachers. It is rigidly scientific. At 
the end are case illustrations of the 
horror of alcoholism in home life, a 
notable feature in the overall picture 
of everyday “alcohol culture” and one 
not to. be disregarded. It here appears 
in a Guide for the use of hard-bitten, 
mentally keen, Swedish army officers. 

Naturally the brewers do not want 
the emotions of young people stirred. 
They are planning other things for them. 
The Brewers Journal tells us that a spe- 
cial low per cent beer “is being readied 
for children” (who will-make customers 
later), 

Mr. McCarthy fully believes that alco- 
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holic drink has a mission to fulfill in 
present-day society. “It is the convic- 
tion of the authors that alcohol has 
achieved its place in our society because 
of its capacity to satisfy varying per- 
sonal needs.” 

No! It has achieved its post-Repeal 
power because of the connivance of poli- 
ticians, the indifference of influential 
people, and above all because of its 
promotion by the press. It is, in the 
judgment of this reviewer, probably 
significant of Yale motivation that it 
should defend the thesis that press atti- 
tude is uninfluenced by advertising in- 
come. This is so obviously and notori- 
ously untrue that one can hardly think 
of any honorable motive to which to 
ascribe such a statement. The present 
book speaks slightingly of efforts to sup- 
press alcohol advertising. It says: 

“Some of the most active temperance 
forces have made advertising a focus of 
their attack on ‘the alcohol evil.’” (The 
author’s quotation marks, as if to think 
of alcohol as an “evil” were strange 
phantasy.) We do not yet know enough 
“whether or to what extent such adver- 
tisements represent a problem with 
which society ought to be concerned... . 
Liquor advertising is no more blatant, 
or more ridiculous, than that of other 
commodities.” 

But the catch is that other commod- 
ities are generally useful or harmless. 
It would be a rash Wet propagandist 
who would say that of alcoholic com- 
modities ! 

It is hard to think of this textbook 
as misleading any person of sound and 
independent judgment, much less anyone 
with definite knowledge of the alcohol 
question in its scientific phases. The 
damage, which it is likely to effect, is 
illustrated in the book itself—in Ap- 
pendix 2, where Miss Vashti Ishee of 
Mississippi and Miss Katie Sue Echols 
of Florida tell of what they are doing 
to introduce Yale phrases and phases in 
common school education. They have 
been properly “Yaled,” in summer at 
New Haven, infused with scorn of “emo- 
tionalism,” have eliminated such dread- 
ful words as “teetotalers, drys, wets, pro- 
hibition, and evil effects” (i.e., of drink) 
and “substituted acceptable ones.” Hori- 
zons have been enlarged and prejudice 
has given way to tolerance. In other 
words, they have swallowed the Yale 
fad — hook, line, and sinker. The Penn- 
sylvania School of Alcohol Studies, pro- 
moted by the Antisaloon League heirs, 
describes it as “the best textbook that 
has yet appeared.” The Christian Cen- 
tury, which prides itself on being a criti- 
cal journal, also presents a full-length 
eulogy of this book. This is in line with 
its previous exploitation of Alson J. 
Smith, a member of the Yale-related, 
distiller-financed Research Council on 
Problems of Alcohol. Mr. Smith is not 
even a tyro on the subject, but he plies 
an eager and a nipping pen. In the 
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September, 1946, Christian Century, he 
said: “Not drinking but drinking t 
excess is what pupils in our schools 
need instruction about. When this poin 
of view is the guiding principle all goog 
citizens will be in favor of alcohol edy. 
cation.” 

Rather than this, Dr. C. C. Morrison, 
millions of good citizens would rise up 
in wrath if their children were taught 
the harmlessness of moderate drinking 
Yet this seems to be on the cards and 
in spite of blandly polite presentation 
is probably at the back of this book ang 
of Yale alcohol literature in general, 





My old friend, Prof. Irving Fisher, also 
of Yale, told me I was “sassin’ the 
Supreme Court” in criticizing | this 
strange growth on Yale University. He 
was wrong. One would speak with 
utmost respect of Professor Jellinek’s 
knowledge and abilities, but other qual- 
ities are demanded of Supreme Court 
justices, notably fair-mindedness, and | 
doubt very much whether Professor 
Jellinek is treating alcohol science fair. 
mindedly. The other Yale School men 
might perhaps make a reasonably good 
jury. But the members constituting a 
real present-day supreme court on the 
alcohol question would be Professors 
Widmark of Lund, Graf of Dortmund, 
Le Breton of the Sorbonne, Liljestrand 
of Stockholm, Perrin of Nantes, Roch of 
Geneva, Mohr of Oslo, Lecoq of Paris, 
Hdjer or Goldberg of Stockholm —nine 
savants, and if any one of them should 
step on the Yale School it would crackle 
flat like an egg shell. 

As to Mr. McCarthy, the author of this 
book, planned to revolutionize public 
school teaching in this particular field 
—he was educated by the Jesuits of 
Boston College and the Indifferentists of 
Harvard. That would suggest subtilty 
and lack of moral fiber combined. We 
must look elsewhere for our pedagogic 
guidance. This book were better called 
“Alcohol and Social Irresponsibility.” 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, August 13 
Re-creation or Wreck-reation? 
(1 Cor. 10:31-33; Gal. 6:7, 8) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 


Society of Christian Endeavor, and af 
used by permission. 


T IS sometimes hard for young people, 

in their natural zeal and enthusiasm 
and energy, to realize that it is possible 
to push the matter of having a good time 
to the point that opportunities for future 
good times are either destroyed or im- 
paired. Re-creation can become wreck 
reation in a variety of ways. Most of 
us are familiar with the fact that e 
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cess even in otherwise good things can 
impair our physical health. It is for 
this reason that athletes in training are 
careful to get nourishing, strength- 
building meals, plenty of sleep and fresh 
ait, and abstain from fat-producing 
foods, to say nothing of alcohol in any 
form, and tobacco. Many times when 
their fellow classmates in college are in- 
dulging in what they call “recreation” 
in late parties, cocktails, beer-drinking, 
and the like, the football team or the 
track team will turn in at an early hour. 
Paul reminds us that men do this for 
an earthly crown (1 Cor. 9:25), for a 
town that soon fades. However, be- 
lievers are “temperate in all things,” so 
that they may win an incorruptible 
ctown—one that never dies and never 


Now it is true that every Christian 
is hot seeking to reach the peak of physi- 
cal skill and endurance that is required 
of a football player or of a member of 
thé track team. But every Christian 
is Tesponsible, because his body is the 
temple of the Holy Spirit (1 Cor. 6:19), 
todo everything he can to keep his body 
strong and healthy and pure and un- 
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defiled. Christian self-control, part of 
the ninefold fruit of ,the Spirit (Gal. 
5:22, 23), is needed. 

However, the Christian has a three- 
part nature, and it is possible sometimes 
to care for the body’s physical needs and 
neglect mental and spiritual develop- 
ment. A temptation to do this is par- 
ticularly subtle during the vacation or 
summer season when opportunities for 
wholesome physical recreation may 
crowd in to the point where the quiet 
time is neglected, or Bible study is post- 
poned, or witnessing is brushed aside. 
In the same manner, mental develop- 
ment may be pushed into the back- 
ground during the summer months, and 
thus real opportunities for mental ad- 
vancement may be lost. 


se 

Maintaining the proper balance be- 
tween physical, and mental, and spiritual 
development is not the only problem that 
the Christian must face in this matter 
of re-creation or wreck-reation. The 
verses chosen for our Scripture lesson 
show us that we have not only a re- 
sponsibility to ourselves, but also a re- 
sponsibility to others. We are to do 
nothing that would give offense to others 
(v. 32), or that would make it more 
difficult to live a consistent Christian 
life. For this reason, the Christian will 
sometimes find it expedient to moderate 
his activities, or even change them, lest 
a weaker Christian be led into excess 
through his example. It was for this 
reason that a certain missionary decided 
to give up the game of tennis that he 
loved. It was not that there was any- 
thing wrong in playing tennis, but he 
saw that his love for the game was hin- 
dering some of his fellow missionaries, 
and so he gladly gave up the game, ex- 
cept on rare occasions, so that the cause 
of Christ might not suffer through him. 
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Would you buy your child a 
BETTER CHARACTER for $2? 


Children can be better. You can be a better 

ent! Magazine for parents, $2 year. MY M 
for children, $2 year. Both, $3. Mention ‘‘Adv. SS. 
Dime for either sample. Church groups, agents. 


CHRISTIAN PARENT 


BoxS Highland, Ilinois 


INCREASE ,,,XeuR., 


SELL America’s unexcelled Christmas Cards. 
Also a complete and fast-selling line of Everyday 
Cards, Calendars, Plaques, Beautiful Stationery, 
Imprinted Pencils and other gift items. WRITE 
TODAY FOR FREE information. Attractive dis- 
counts on all items. .? 

GOOPPRINT LETTER SHOP ; 
24 E. High St. Elizabethtown, Pa. 








When answering advertisements, please men- 
tion The Sunday School Times as refererice. 





DIETZ ComMUuNION SERVICE 


Individual 






cok ee 
Ttcrlesting cushioned 
cover. 
Pastor’ ssick- 
sto, “The Houses of $ 











Reaching School Children 
for Christ 


Summer camp time is here. A child~ 
must memorize 300 verses from God’s~- - 
Word to earn a week at camp. Each 
camper costs $10, and we expect 3,000 
in attendance this year. Pray with us 
for the needed $30,000. Write for 


“What is the Children’s Bible Mission?” 


CHILDREN’S BIBLE MISSION 
Box 1137 Lakeland, Florida 














Vacations in the American 
West are particularly enjoyable 
in the summer. 


So that you may plan for a trip this year, or in the 
future, our helpful booklet “Summer Holidays” ° 


is offered Free to you. 


Questions invited. We will serve you well. 


707 N. P. Building . . 


ow 


St. Paul 1, Minn. 


NORTHERN PACIFIC RAILWAY 
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Rally Day 
Invitation 


Cards 














No. 771 
e A colorful, attractive post card for 
every age and need—4eaturing appealing 
messages, appropriate Scripture, and 
timely illustrations. Each card brings a 
compelling invitation to be present on 
Rally Day. Each provides space for date, 
time, and place of Rally Day and for 
personal correspondence. SIzE,334 x5 3 
Ins. On high-quality linen-finish stock. 
No. 771—CHILbDREN, 3-11 YEARS 
No. -772—-TEEN-AGE AND YOUNG PEOPLE 
No. 773—GENERAL, ANY AGE 
No. 774—GENERAL, ANY AGE 


20 cents per dozen, $1.35 per 100 


VISITOR'S GREETING CARD No. 767 

e Beautifully lithographed in multi- 
color, this .post card welcomes your 
visitors:and invites them to return. 


20 cents per dozen, $1.35 per 100 





No. 767 





RALLY DAY BUTTON 
No 706 


The illustration, in col- 
or, isa.church. — High 
gloss finish with pin at- 





tachment on back. 


30 cents per dozen, 
$2 per 100 











At Your Supply House 


Mhingdon- Cokesbury 
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And there is still a higher responsi- 
bility that Christians must consider in 
Verse 31 of 
our first Scripture lesson in 1 Corin- 
thians 10 reminds us that all that we do 
must be done to the glory of God. His 
will and His purposes must come first. 
When we get to the place of realizing 
this and going to Him daily for direction 


this matter of recreation. 


and guidance, even for our playtime and 
recreation, then we shall find that all 
our activities will be fitted together and 
co-ordinated so that none shall suffer. 
He knows our physical needs, our men- 
tal requirements, and. our spiritual 
necessities, and He can and will fit them 
all together so that there will be no 
conflict or clash, if we will let Him do 
this for us. Are you seeking His will 
daily, and obeying His direction? 
PHILADELPHIA, 
bd 


For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


August 7 to 13 
Mon.—Ezra 7:1-10. A Prophet in Exile. 


PRAYER SvuccGESTIONS: “Ezra went up 
from Babylon.” Ezra, the ready scribe 
in the Law of God shared the lot of 
exiles in Babylon until the predicted 
period of captivity came to its, close. 
This descendant of Aaron the first high 
priest was a worthy member of the 
priestly family. The troubles of life 
sweetened and enriched his soul. They 
should in like manner turn us to God 
and into the pathway of true obedience. 
Pray for Prairie Bible Institute, Three 
Hills, Alberta, Can. 


Tues.—Ezra 7:11-22. 
A Letter From the King. 


Prayer Succestions: “The letter that 
the king Artaxerxes gave unto Ezra the 
priest, the scribe, even a scribe of the 
words of the commandments of the 
Lord.” The gracious commission of 
King Artaxerxes to Ezra was divinely 
directed and personally fitting. God 
honors faithful servants. The grace is 
His, but the instrument will have di- 
vine honor for faithfulness. .God honors 
all who honor Him. Pray for Chil- 
dren’s Bible Mission, Box 1137, Lake- 
land, Fla, 

Wed.—Ezra 8:21-23, 31-36. 
A Journey Home. 


PRAYER SuccestTions: “The hand of our 
God was upon us, and he delivered us 

















The advertisements in The Sunday 
School Times are there for YOUR use. 
The articles advertised are made to 
meet YOUR needs. This is why the 
regular reading of the advertisements 
proves se well worth while. 
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from the hand of the enemy, and 


such as lay in-wait by the way.” -Eg 
and his companion before journe 
home asked God for “journeying. fie. 
cies.” God granted their request. 
too, should pray that God will bless oy 
going out and coming in. Trust Gog 
not yourself. Rely upon God for guid. 
ance and success. Pray for Chicag 
Evangelistic Institute, 445 N.. Centr 
Ave., Chicago 44. 


Thurs.—Nehemiah 17:1-4; 8:1-3. 
In a Rebuilt City, 
PRAYER Succestions: “All the people 
gathered themselves together as one 
man . , , and Ezra the priest brought 
the law before the congregation.” This 
is one of the famous Old Testament 
open-air meetings. Men, women, and 
children stood all morning listening tp 
the reading of the Word of God. They 
were hungry for God’s truth. We today 
who have the Bible often go on without 
meditation. Bible-reading revival is the 
greatest need of this hour. Pray for the 
International Christian Leprosy Mission, 
Box 8164, Portland 7, Oreg. 


Fri.—Nehemiah 8:5, 6, 8-12, 
A Day of Study, 
PRAYER SuGcEsTIONS: “They read in the 
book in the law of God distinctly, and 
gave the sense, and caused them to un- 
derstand the reading.” It is a mark of 
humility in a preacher when he exalts 
God’s Word and conveys its actual mean- 
ing to the people. When we make truth 
simpler, it shows proof that we are good 
ministers of God. Involved and tech- 
nical language may be necessary in a 
classroom; but it savors of pride ina 
church. As art windows give poor light, 
so prudish preaching and teaching give 
little Biblical light. Pray for the China 
Inland Mission, 237 W. School Lane, 
Philadelphia 44. 


Sat.—Nehemiah 8:13-18. 
The Word Obeyed. 
PraYER Succestions: “He read in the 
book of the law .. . and they kept the 
feast.” Go by the Book and you will 
go well, safely, and happily. It is our 
only safe rule of faith and practice. This 
is the good way in which the godly of 
all ages have walked. Its blessings are 
for us also. Pray for Grace Bible In- 
stitute, 1515 S. Tenth St., Omaha 8, Nebr, 


Sun.—Psalm 119:129-136. 
Light From God’s Way. 
PraYeR Sucacestions: “Order my 
steps in thy word.” This is a most 
important petition. We all need guid. 
ance in finding the right portion of 





Scripture when needed. Those who 

read the Word of God prayerfully 
usually have a word in season for 

weary souls. Remember how prayer 

and the Word were linked together 

by the Psalmist and Peter (Acts 6:4). 

Do likewise. Pray for Bethel College- 
and Seminary, St. Paul E 4, Minn, 
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